Abstract:Classification of Odontogenic cyst is very important for diagnosis
Introduction
Classification of Odontogenic cysts is very important for diagnosis and proper management of the patient. Various tumors mimic the clinical features of cysts and thus can be confused with the same.A cyst is a pathological epithelial lined cavity that is filled with fluid or semifluid material and usually grows from internal pressure generated by fluid being drawn into the cavity from osmosis (hydrostatic pressure).A cyst is defined as -a pathological cavity having fluid, semi-fluid, or gaseous contents and which is not created by accumulation of pus‖-Kramer 1974. 1 The bones of jaws , the mandible and maxilla, are the bones with the highest prevalence of cysts in the human body due to the abundant amount of epithelial remnants in the jaws.Cysts that arise from tissue(s) that would normally develop into teeth are referred to as odontogenic cysts. Other cysts of the jaws are termed as non-odontogenic cysts. Non-odontogenic cysts arise from tissues other than those involved in tooth development may contain structures such as epithelium from the nose, maxillary sinus etc. 1 The different classifications of cysts are as follows: 
II. Discussion
Classification of cysts is an academic exercise that has developed over many years. Various researchers had put forth several classifications each with its salient features. This review lists the earliest and recently revised classifications. The purpose of the present article is to list the classification schemes proposed by various authors so as to facilitate the adoption of a uniform terminology and improve communication between clinicians, pathologists and surgeons.WHO in 1992 has classified cysts into two main categories and further divided it into developmental and inflammatory 3 . This is was a simple classification but does not include CEOC in odontogenic variety. Non odontogenic cysts like soft tissue cysts and cyst involving the maxillary antrum has not been included in this classification. WHO in 2005 reclassified the cysts broadly under epithelial and non epithelial categories which further included odontogenic and non odontogenic types.Shear has given a broader classification of cysts giving a better understanding of cystic lesions of head, neck and face thus assisting proper management. In this classification OKC is included in the odontogenic variety but according to WHO's new classification of benign tumors 2005 (Barnes et al. 2005 ) the odontogenic keratocyst is defined as benign keratocystic odontogenic tumor suggesting that OKC is now not being considered as a cystic entity.Neville has classified cysts into two categories viz. developmental and inflammatory depending on their pathogenesis. 6 This scheme of classification does not distinguish odontogenic and the non odontogenic variety. OKC and OOKC have been included into the developmental variety but as discussed earlier OKC is now considered as a benign tumor.Regezi has classified cysts giving more importance to the origin, source of epithelium and the type of development (odontogenic and non odontogenic). 7 Non odontogenic variety includes only nasopalatine duct cyst, rest of this variety are not considered. OKC is considered as odontogenic cyst and CEOC is not included in this classification.Shafer has classified cysts according to the etiological factors as developmental and inflammatory, tissue of origin and unclassified type. Again OKC is considered as cyst and not a tumor.Both Regezi's and Shafer's classification showed repetition of same cysts under different categories.Overall Shear classifies each and every cyst systematically helping in the diagnosis, communication and proper management of the cystic lesions. Shear's classification includes all the odontogenic and non odontogenic cysts of head, neck and face avoiding need for further reference.
III. Conclusion
An attempt has been made to provide and update the knowledge of classification system so as to assess the clinician, researchers and academicians in the categorization of different varieties of cysts and their subsequent management.
